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RESPONSE 

This is responsive to an Official Action dated November 4, 2004. Claims 1-30 
are pending. The Undersigned would like to thank Examiner Stevens for taking the time 
to discuss this Office Action on December 21, 2004. 

In the Office Action the Examiner initially rejected Claims 1-13 and 15-19 as 
being anticipated under 102(b) by Kawarizadeh , U.S. Patent No. 5,903,222, but found 
Claims 14 and 20-30 allowable. The Examiner states that Kawarizadeh discloses a 
wetness monitoring system 10, 20, 40, comprising a sensor, conductors, absorbent 
material 1 8 extending between the conductors, a data collector comprising a compiling 
processor 92, electric circuit 14, 24, communication device 89, and power source (col. 9, 
lines 2-24). The Examiner further states that Kawarizadeh further comprises a control 



station having a receiver 89, control processor 82, and an associated memory containing a 
predetermined wetness value (col. 6, line 8 through col. 7, line 27). 

As discussed with the Examiner Stevens, Claim 1 of the subject application 
requires a data collector that obtains and transmits wetness measurement data to a control 
station having a control processor with an associated memory containing a predetermined 
wetness value. The control process is programmed to compare each of the wetness 
measurement data with the predetermined wetness value, and to determine if a wetness 
event has occurred based on these comparisons. 

As further discussed with the Examiner, Kawarizadeh discloses a wetness sensor 
60 with a transmitter 78 such as the Model FA203S made by Inovonics Corporation. 
(Col. 12, line 50). Yet, the Model FA203S is a "Single Button" or on/off transmitter as 
indicated in the Inovonics Technical Information Bulletin being simultaneously 
submitted in an accompanying Information Disclosure Statement, a copy of which is 
enclosed herewith. Such a transmitter would not send wetness measurement data. 
Kawarizadeh also discloses that the predetermined value is associated with the sensor 60, 
not the control station. (Abstract, lines 4-10). Accordingly, Kawarizadeh does not 
anticipate Claim 1, or render it obvious. In addition, Claims 2-13 and 15-19 depend from 
Claim 1, and are patentable over Kawarizadeh . 




Reconsideration of Claims 1-13 and 15-19, and allowance thereof are respectfully 
requested. The Examiner is requested to contact the undersigned should this facilitate 
examination and allowance of this application. 
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